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Beautiful Bride
That church of Christ is described in Scripture with a rich variety of 
metaphors. It is the body of Christ. It is the army of God. It is the family 
of God. And it is the bride of Christ.

In this, the seventeenth annual Cold Harbor Lectures, we are exploring 
these and other aspects of the church, giving special attention to the 
bride metaphor. The thought of the church as Christ’s bride is rich and 
striking. It suggest our value to him. It conveys the ideas of purity and 
beauty. It says something of the spiritual intimacy that we have with 
God when we enter into a saving relationship with him through Jesus 
our Lord. It tells us as well of the glory and destiny of the church.

There remains considerable misunderstanding about the nature and 
identity of Christ’s true church, as well as the place of the church in 
the purpose of God. Denominationalism perverts the truth about the 
church, obscuring her beauty and denying her unity. Several of our 
lessons, therefore, will deal with these critical concerns as well.

By the grace of God, through the suffering of Jesus, we who are in his 
church are the blessed and beautiful bride of Christ. What a thought! 
And what a privilege to contemplate these things together. The saints 
at Cold Harbor Road welcome you to our lectureship. Our hope and 
prayer is that in this time together, as in all things, we can offer to God 
“glory in the church and in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 3:20). 

In him,
Tyler Young
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Schedule
Thursday, October 30
7:00pm Melvin Sapp

Beautiful Bride: The church is the 
bride of Christ

8:00pm Steve Higginbotham
Members: The the church is the body 
of Christ

Friday, October 31
9:00am Michael Light

Precious: The church is purchased by 
the blood of Christ

10:00am Michael Bonner
 Evangelistic: The church proclaims 
good news

10:00am Special Class (Basement)
Dave Miller
Hated Bride: The church and the 
homosexual agenda

11:00am Marc Lee
Misunderstood: Misconceptions of 
the church of Christ 

Lunch Break

2:00pm Don Walker
Glorious: The church and the glory 
of God

2:00pm Ladies Class (basement):
Rose Crayton
Beloved Bride: The church is loved 
and loving

3:00pm Melvin Sapp
Militant: The church is the army  
of God

4:00pm Sapp/Lee/Walker
Imperfect: Concerns about the 
church
For this session, each speaker will 
address a particular issue of his 
own choosing which he believes 
is a matter of concern in the Lord’s 
church today. 

Dinner Break
6:30pm Singing

7:00pm Michael Light
Chaste Bride: The church is holy

8:00pm Todd Crayton
Brothers: The church is the family
of God

Saturday, November 1
9:00am Clint Brown

Groomless Bride? The church 
without Christ

10:00am Melvin Otey
Apostolic: The church and authority

10:00am Special Class (Basement):
David Hester
A Disputed Text: The ending of the 
Gospel of Mark

11:00am Nick Genter
Eternal: The church purposed and 
predestined

Lunch Break



2:00pm Todd Crayton
Distinctive: The church is different

2:00pm Ladies Class (basement):
Rose Crayton
Ministering: The church as the hands 
of Christ

3:00pm Dave Miller
Bloody Bride: The church persecuted

4:00pm Special Topic:
Todd Clippard and David Hester

Dating the Apocalypse: When was 
Revelation written?

Supper Break
6:30pm Singing

7:00pm David Hester
Ancient: The church restored

8:00pm Melvin Otey
Glorifying: The church’s purpose

Sunday, November 2
9:30am Glenn Hitchcock

Barefoot Bride: The worship of 
the church

10:30am Jason Rollo
One: The church is anti-
denominational

6:00pm Todd Clippard
Victorious: The church triumphant 

Schedule continued



Speakers
Michael Bonner 

Michael has been preaching the gospel since 1997 and is a 2006 
graduate of the Southwest School of Biblical Studies in Austin, 

Texas. Currently he is the preacher for the Fifth and Grape Church 
of Christ in Abilene, Texas. He and his wife Evelyn have five children, 

Nathanial, Briana, Miya, Michaela, and Michael.  

Clint Brown 
Clint is a 1998 graduate of the Brown Trail School of Preaching. He 
received his B.A. and M.A. in Biblical studies from Bear Valley Bible 
Institute of Denver. He and his wife Veronica were missionaries to 
Tanzania, East Africa, and have two boys, Jeremy (15) and Joshua 

(12). Clint is the local evangelist for the church in Farmersville, Texas.  

Todd Clippard 
Todd is a 1998 graduate of Freed-Hardeman University and has 

served as the preacher for the Burleson Church of Christ in Hamilton, 
Alabama, since 1996. He has made preaching trips to Ghana, West 

Africa since 1999, and has worked with House to House, Heart to 
Heart since 2001. He’s also an instructor for Fishers of Men. Todd and 

his wife Rhonda have two children, Shelby (23) and Jeffrey (21).

Rose Crayton 
Rose is a native of Alabama and a graduate of the University 

of Alabama. For sixteen years she worked for five Fortune 100 
companies as a human resource manager and consultant. Twelve 

years ago she left the corporate world to accompany her husband 
Todd at the Memphis School of preaching. Rose speaks frequently 

at ladies events. She and Todd are blessed with two sons: Micah (15) 
and Noah (12).  



Todd Crayton 
Todd has been preaching for over 21 years. He graduated from the 
Memphis School of Preaching in 2014, and holds a B.A. of Science 
degree in Food Science from East Carolina University. He is a regular 
panelist for programs on the Gospel Broadcasting Network. Todd is 
currently the preacher for the Frisco Church of Christ in Frisco, Texas. 
He and his wife Rose have two sons: Micah (15) and Noah (12).

Nick Genter 
Nick learned and obeyed the gospel at Cold Harbor Road. He 
is a graduate of the East Tennessee School of Preaching (now 
the Southeast Institute of Biblical Studies). He preaches for the 
Sunnyside Road congregation in Decatur, Illinois. He and his wife 
Amanda have two children, Emily and Benjamin.

David W. Hester 
David, the son and grandson of gospel preachers, has been 
preaching since 1978. He received a B.A. in Bible from Freed-
Hardeman University, and an M.A. in Bible and a Ph.D. in New 
Testament from Amridge University. He is the author of two books 
on the “change movement” and editor of Our Families Magazine. 
He is also co-director of the Faulkner Lectures. David and his wife 
Brenda have two sons, Will and Jonathan.

Steve Higginbotham 
Steve has been preaching since 1984, the year he graduated from 
Freed-Hardeman University. In 2010 he began serving as the pulpit 
minister for the Karns Church of Christ in Knoxville, TN, where he 
also serves as in instructor for the Southeast Institute of Biblical 
Studies (formerly the East Tennessee School of Preaching and 
Missions). Steve enjoys writing and he and his wife Kim have four 
children: Kelli, Michael, Matthew, and Anne Marie.



Glenn Hitchcock 
Glenn is a native of Virginia and a 1982 graduate of the Memphis 

School of Preaching. He serves as a social worker in the dialysis 
healthcare industry. Glenn and his wife Mercedes have on daughter, 

Lauren (17).  

Marc Lee 
Marc is an Army veteran and a graduate of Memphis School of 

Preaching, Southern Christian University (B.A.), and the University 
of Phoenix (M.Ed.). He has worked for the Keller Church of Christ 

on the Eastern Shore of Virginia for a total of twenty-five years. 
Marc and his wife Pamela have two sons, one daughter, and five 

grandchildren. 

Michael Light 
Michael is a 1991 graduate of the Southwest School of Biblical 

Studies in Austin, Texas, and earned a B.A. and an M.A. from Texas 
State University. He directs two Bible camps each summer and is 

the president of Tullstar Ministries, a work which uses technology to 
spread the gospel worldwide. He has preached for the Bangs Church 

of Christ  (Texas) for the past eighteen years. Michael and his wife 
Carrie have four children: Shelby, Michaela, Dawson, and Jackson. 

Dave Miller 
Dave is the executive director of Apologetics Press. He holds three 

Masters degrees and a Ph.D. from Southern Illinois University. He 
travels extensively to conduct seminars on apologetics and cultural 
issues. He’s authored several books including Piloting The Strait, The 

Quran Unveiled, and The Silencing of God. Dave and his wife Deborah 
have four children and nine grandchildren, and live in Montgomery, 

Alabama.  



Melvin Otey 
Melvin is a native of St. Louis, Missouri. He attended Howard 
University School of Law where he met his wife, Jania, who led 
him to Christ. For eight years Melvin preached for the Georgia 
Avenue Church of Christ in Washington, D.C., before relocating 
to Montgomery, Alabama where he now serves as an Associate 
Professor of Law at Faulkner University. He is also on the board of 
Lads to Leaders. He and his wife have two sons: Caleb and Christian. 

Jason Rollo 
Jason has been preaching since he was nineteen. He is a graduate 
of Sam Houston State and is the owner of his own insurance agency. 
He and his wife Bobbi Jan (B.J.) have four children: Jackson (16), 
Josiah (12), Jenna (4), and Julia (3).

Melvin Sapp 
Melvin is a 1986 graduate of the Memphis School of Preaching. He 
has preached for the Kingsbury Road Church of Christ in Sumter, 
South Carolina since 1993, where he also serves as an elder. Melvin 
serves as the director and as an instructor for the Central Carolina 
School of Preaching, which is a work of the Kingsbury Road church 
and which he helped to found. He and his wife Frances have two 
children: Xavier (25) and Candace (23).

Don Walker 
Don is a graduate of the Southwest School of Biblical Studies, where 
he now serves as an instructor. He has done local preaching work in 
Arizona, California, New Mexico, and Texas. He preaches for the Lake 
Country Church of Christ in Marble Falls, Texas. Don and his wife 
Jackie have two sons, two daughters, and seven grandchildren.


